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King Edward Avenue Task Force/

Groupe de travail de l’avenue King Edward
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Ottawa, August 14, 2007

The Honourable Donna Cansfield

Minister of Transportation

Government of Ontario

77 Wellesley Street West

Ferguson Block, 3rd Floor

Toronto, ON      M7A 1Z8

Dear Minister Cansfield:

The King Edward Avenue Task Force would like to thank you for meeting with some of our representatives on Friday August 10, 2007.  While I understand one of my colleagues has sent you an e-mail thanking you for your efforts, I thought a more formal communication would be appropriate given the efforts you made to meet with us. We were particularly pleased that you took the time to walk with us on King Edward Avenue given your busy schedule.  It provided us with an ideal opportunity to illustrate some of the health and safety concerns voiced by our community for a number of years.

We also wish to thank you for agreeing to discuss with your officials the possibility of reducing the length of time it will take to complete the Inter-Provincial Crossings Environmental Assessment Study which began a few months ago, as well as discussing with them the need to ensure that the final terms of reference of the EA include provision to eliminate all large trucks (18 wheelers) rather than what is presently referred to in the draft terms of references as “some of the trucks”.  

We are also very pleased you will be sending a letter to The Honourable Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities recommending that he meet with representatives of the Task Force. This will provide us with an opportunity to directly voice our concerns to the federal government about what the community believes should be done on King Edward Avenue. We intend to seek Mr. Cannon’s support in encouraging the National Capital Commission to actively and more fully participate in this partnership aimed at finding appropriate solutions to the inter-provincial transportation problems experienced by residents of the cities of Ottawa and Gatineau. 

Thanks again for your interest in King Edward Avenue issues; we look forward to hearing from you on these important matters.

Yours truly
Michel Vallée

Chair, King Edward Avenue Task Force

158 King Edward Avenue

Ottawa, ON  K1N 7L3 

Tel.: (613) 241-2331

E-mail: michelvallee@rogers.com
cc. The Honourable Madeleine Meilleur
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