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  File No. OZV2002/A-00040 Shepherds of Good Hope

On behalf of the King Edward Avenue Community Task Force and the Lowertown Community Association, I registered an opposition to the above referenced request for variance and desired a delay in order to permit more time to establish a proper dialogue with the representatives of the Shepherds of Good Hope with respect to the planning of future services. Said delay had also been requested by the representatives of the Shepherds and, the case was postponed to today. To date we have two meetings the most recent being on April 12, 2002 and some exchange of correspondence.

Our community has a long history of being the host for services to those in need and we continue to recognize that, as citizen, we all share some responsibility of ensuring that all members of the community are provided for including of course homeless people seeking help.  The problem is that our community has been and continues to be subjected in recent years to a disproportionate increase in the number in these services with many of them being transferred or integrated from other parts of the City. It is negatively affecting the neighbourhood and it is time for a more equal distribution of such services across the city.

It has reached the point that the neighbourhood as a whole is being negatively affected in many ways but particularly socially and economically.  One needs only to visit that section of the neighbourhood to realize the terrible impact it is having. The ever increasing number of special services in our neighbourhood is also an indication that the City has not developed and implemented a coherent policy on this matter, as well as, continuing on the present course is de facto “ghetto-izing” the special services environment.   These services must be equitably distributed throughout the city.  Increasing special residential capacities in our neighbourhood will only bring more clients who often have to cope with a multitude of problems, e.g., drugs, mental disorders, etc. that are also unwillingly imposed on the other residents of the community.  

In recent meetings and communications with representatives of the Shepherds of Good Hope, and in particular Mr. William Burrows, Board Member and legal representative for the Shepherds, it was suggested to us that our intervention on behalf of the community had no real basis because the Shepherds have a “right” to the expansion, as well we were advised the Shepherds is not in a position to give any guaranties that it will not continue to expand their operations on King Edward Avenue.  Our discussions to date with representatives of the Shepherds of Good Hope indicate that there is little room or desire on their part to seek a conciliatory arrangement.   

In short, we believe that further increasing their residential capacity through this present expansion will be detrimental to the immediate neighbours and the community as whole, it will increasingly (although probably unwillingly) marginalize the Shepherds’ present and future clients and it will aversely affect the present efforts of the City of Ottawa to renew King Edward Avenue through its more than $15 Million investment in the King Edward Avenue Renewal Project.

We hope the Committee will consider all the factors when reviewing this application and render a decision that will take into account the full impact that such an expansion will have on its neighbours and the neighbourhood as a whole.

Sincerely,
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type slogan]


