(Sent to a prominent local lawyer)

Marc Aubin,
Vice-Chair, King Edward Avenue Task Force,
205-100 Boteler Street,
Ottawa, ON  K1N 8Y1
 
July 16, 2010
 
 
Dear Mr. ___________,
 
I am the vice-chair of the King Edward Avenue Task Force. This citizen's group was formed in 1986 in response to concerns regarding growing truck traffic on King Edward Avenue, and Rideau Street. There is growing consensus among our members, and some in the Lowertown Community and elsewhere, that political actions have potentially contributed to several fatalities on King Edward Avenue and Rideau Street. We believe that there is strong potential to hold both the City of Ottawa and Province of Ontario liable for their inaction and slow response in regards to a well-known and serious public safety concern.
 
Prior to the completion of the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge in 1965, the City of Ottawa had promised to connect the interprovincial bridge with Highway 417 in Ottawa. The original plan was to build a freeway through the Lowertown and Sandy Hill communities, just east of and parallel to King Edward Avenue. Due to community protests, this potentially destructive highway was never built. 
 
As an alternative, it was proposed that an old rail right-of-way be converted to a parkway to complete the missing link. About 90% of this right-of-way was converted to what is now known as the Vanier Parkway; however, the last leg of the right-of-way, which went past the New Edinburgh Community, was cancelled. 
 
Due to the lack of a connection after the bridge was built in 1965, King Edward Avenue became the temporary route for cars and trucks through downtown Ottawa. It is nearly 45 years later and the problem still has not been resolved. 
 
As you might know, there is a huge debate currently raging about the location of the next interprovincial bridge. This new bridge, which has been promised for several decades, is proposed to be the new official truck route. This was the determination of a 1999 OMB appeal. Time and time again, this issue has been the subject of broken promises made by politicians and bureaucrats that led us to believe we would soon have a bridge and that it would solve all the ills on our Avenue. If these promises had been realized, there would have been a new truck route 10 years ago.
 
Over the years, there has been an overwhelming acknowledgement of the fact that the trucks on King Edward Avenue and Rideau are not only a nuisance, but a danger to public safety. According to traffic safety theory, as the number of trucks grows along a corridor so does the likelihood of serious accidents, especially where there are highly pedestrian-travelled areas, such as on Rideau Street. In the past few years, we have been witness to some horrific incidents:
 
· In December 2009, a male in his 20’s was rushed to hospital with significant trauma after he was struck by a car on Rideau Street near King Edward Avenue; 

· [Death] In June 2009, a 55-year old male pedestrian was struck by a bus at the corner of King Edward Avenue and Murray Street and died later of his injuries; 

· In April 2009, a 58-year old male pedestrian was hit by a school bus at the corner of St. Patrick Street and King Edward Avenue (status unknown); 

· [Death] In March 2009, a 49-year-old mother’s car was struck by a cement truck killing her instantly at King Edward Avenue and St. Patrick Street; 

· [Death] In October 2008, an 86-year old female pedestrian was struck by a truck near King Edward Avenue on Rideau Street, on the truck route, and died; 

· In October 2008, a car struck a person in a wheelchair sending the person to hospital. 

· [Death] In July 2007, a truck hit a car making an illegal turn at St. Patrick Street and King Edward Avenue and the 65-year old passenger was killed; 

· In March 2007, a 20-year old woman was struck and sustained a broken pelvis bone; 

· [Death] In September 2006, a truck struck and killed an elderly male pedestrian at King Edward Avenue and Rideau Street. His body was dragged up to 18 meters before the tractor trailer stopped; 

· In November 2005, a 53-year-old woman was struck at King Edward and Rideau Street and sustained life-threatening injuries; 

· In June 2003, an 81-year-old man was struck by a truck at King Edward Avenue and Rideau Street and was dragged several meters, but survived; 

· [Death] In October 2002, a 22-year-old courier driver was thrown from his vehicle and killed instantly when another car struck his parked vehicle on King Edward Avenue at a very high velocity; 

· A bus driver lost control and crashed into the Tim’s Horton’s at King Edward Avenue and St. Patrick Street in June 2002. Two people were injured. 

· In December 1997, a 66-year old driver received multiple injuries when his car got into a collision with a small truck; two others were injured; 

· [Death] In May of 1997, an 86-year-old woman was run over and killed at King Edward Avenue and Rideau Street; her body was crushed under the front tires of the bus; 

· 20 cyclists and pedestrians were hit by vehicles on the avenue between 1997 and 1999.
The above list is just a sample of the information that we have been able to gather over the years. We welcome you to visit our website, www.kingedwardavenue.com, for more general information.
 
In addition to this truck issue, we have been witness to flagrant disregard, in our opinion, for the safety of pedestrians in our community. For example, when the on and off ramps to the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge were being redesigned back in 2001, the consultant insisted upon a design that would likely result in cars and trucks speeding even more than they were already over the posted speed limit. When questioned by councillors (there is a public record of this), the consultant showed little interest in the concerns that speeding would increase. Council voted in favour of the consultant’s recommendation, and years later we were informed that the City can not control the speeds on those ramps. 
 
Our greatest ally in this whole safety issue, although we have had little interaction with him, is Doctor Barry Wellar. Dr. Wellar has consistently referred to the King Edward Avenue and Rideau Street intersection as an intersection from Hell. His knowledge and expertise in traffic safety issues, and as an expert legal witness in many cases, points to the fact that he does not say this about King Edward & Rideau without some sense of the truth.
 
The question I have for you, Mr. _________, is: do we have any recourse? A class-action lawsuit on behalf of the victims and the community? If a municipality is aware of a serious traffic issue and does not act to remedy that problem in a timely fashion, then is not that municipality responsible, to a certain extent for fatalities, injuries, property and other damages that result from it? Why can we not get justice?
 
There are no other explanations except for political interference and bureaucratic indifference or just general incompetence for a situation like this to have been allowed to fester for so long. 
 
It is when I review this list above of injuries and fatalities that I wonder truly what the cost of these lives were when compared with some of the political gains and lazy actions that have been displayed by our three levels of government. With one fatality for every year over the past 5 years, one wonders who the next person will be to pay for this great injustice.
 
If you can provide any advice, then please let us know.
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
Marc Aubin,
Vice-Chair, King Edward Avenue Task Force
 
cc.     Michel Vallée, Chair, King Edward Avenue Task Force
          Liz MacKenzie, Executive Member, King Edward Avenue Task Force
          Nathan Davis, Executive Member, King Edward Avenue Task Force
          Angela Rickman, President, Lowertown Community Association
          Peggy Ducharme, Executive Director, Rideau BIA
