King Edward Avenue Task Force Achievements (1986 - )
· 1986: The King Edward Task Force was formed through a partnership between the Lowertown West Community Association and Lowertown East Citizens' Committee.

· 1986 – Present: Meetings of the community, with politicians, and city staff have been on-going over the years.

· 1986 – Present: Hundreds of pieces of correspondence have been written by both the executive and community.

· 1986 – Present: TV, Radio, newspaper and magazine stories, and letters to the editor, have appeared over the years in Ottawa’s media sources.
· 1986 – Present: Built relationships with Action Sandy Hill, the Rideau Street Business Association, and the Lowertown Community Association;

· 1986 – Present: Lobbied for studies and an environmental assessment for a new interprovincial bridge in the east end of Ottawa to remove the trucks from downtown;

· 1990: Successfully quashed an Ontario Municipal Board appeal by the New Edinburgh community to have the Vanier Parkway extension removed from the city’s official plan. Made a presentation including a video;

· 1990’s: Convinced the former City of Ottawa to develop the King Edward Avenue Community Improvement Plan and actively participated in all phases;

· 1990’s: Won an Ontario Municipal Board appeal of the decision to convert the vacant lot at the south east corner of King Edward Avenue and St. Patrick Street into a parking. The decision forbid the parking lot.

· 1990’s: Developed a community garden on the empty municipal lot at the north west corner of  King Edward Avenue and Clarence Street;
· 1990’s: Helped improve King Edward Avenue Park at the north east corner of King Edward Avenue and Cathcart Street with the planting of daffodils provided by the National Capital Commission;

· 1998: Undertook a survey at showing traffic violations at the north east intersection of King Edward Avenue and St. Patrick Street;

· 1999: Working with the Rideau Street business community, fought the City of Ottawa at the Ontario Municipal Board, and successfully protected the Kettle Island bridge corridor, and won a ruling that ordered the city to place the King Edward Avenue Community Improvement Plan at the top of its infrastructure priorities;

· 2000: Produced a 34-page report, including a 67-page addendum, entitled “King Edward Avenue Improvement Project, Planning and Design Process: Requested Public Input;” 

· 2001: As part of the King Edward Avenue Renewal, convinced consultants to include the removal of all power lines, and relocation of the on and off ramps to the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge further away from the community;

· 2007: Working with the Lowertown Community Association, hosted a King Edward Avenue Forum that included a video, pollution analysis, a panel of community leaders and politicians, and recommendations for going forward;

· 2007: An article authored by a Task Force member, Barbara Myers, entitled “The Mess that is King Edward Avenue – and How to Fix it” appeared in Ottawa Life Magazine;
· 2007: The former governor general, the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, wrote a letter of support for the work of the Task Force;

· 2007: Produced a 4-page coloured policy brief of lane reductions entitled “Report: 4 Lanes on King Edward Avenue – It Is Possible – ” for distribution to city councillors;

· 2007: Convinced Ottawa City Council to conduct a lane reductions study of up to $125,000 considering the possibility of reducing King Edward from six to four lanes;

· 2008: After city staff defied City Council’s directive to undertake the lane reduction study, the Task Force drafted terms of reference for the study. This draft was later revised by Councillor Bédard’s office and presented to Transportation Committee in October; 
· 2008: Demonstrated that city staff had not followed up on the lane reductions study and instigated a reprimand from Transportation Committee and city manager Kent Kirkpatrick;

· 2008: Convinced the City of Ottawa to ban all Société de transport de l’Outaouais (STO) transit bus parking from King Edward Avenue and other Byward Market streets; 

· 2008: An article entitled “A Royal Mess in Lowertown” appeared on the front page of the Ottawa Citizen’s City Section featuring long-time member Marc Aubin and the work of the Task Force;

· 2009: Councillor Bédard had the speeds reduced on the bridge, off ramp and street to 50, 30 and 40 respectively due to the legally forced cancellation of a proposed crosswalk at King Edward Avenue and Cathcart Street.
· 2009: Recommended and assisted in the placement and installation of the City of Ottawa’s portable air quality machine at the Andrew Fleck Child Care Services building at King Edward and George;

· 2010: Convinced the City not to install large highway-like sign above King Edward north of Cathcart Street going northbound towards the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge. This huge sign would have reinforced the “highway” character of King Edward and encouraged speeding.

· 2010: Launched an independent and comprehensive website of over 100 pages.
· 2010: Developed a volunteer pamphlet and leaflets and distributed 3,500 of them door-to-door, to community centres, businesses, and via email.
· 2010: Developed an election pamphlet on the topic of King Edward Avenue and distributed it to 123 candidates for the municipal election.

· 2010: Purchased a radar gun and brought together 10 volunteer residents to measure speeding along King Edward Avenue. Subsequently, released a report in 2011. This initiative garnered the greatest media attention in the history of the Task Force with over ten different stories appearing in the media.
· 2011: Produced a video, held a protest, and produced policy documents in support of the implementation of the results of the four-lane study.
· 2011:  After a failure to include enough trees and greenspace as part of the King Edward Avenue reconstruction, the Task Force convinced the City that more landscaping needed to done. Locations were identified for further tree planting.
· 2011: The Task Force celebrated its 25th anniversary on October 1st. This significant event recognized the long-timer work of the many people that contributed to the organization and to the betterment of the Lowertown community.
