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“Why would you move the problem from your neighbourhood into another neighbourhood?” This is the question I was asked by an Ottawa City councillor during my brief presentation to the Council where I asked that the consultant’s report recommending the Kettle Island Crossing be accepted by Council.  I responded, “There is no comparison between having trucks winding their way through the downtown core to having them moving along the four-lane Aviation Parkway on their way to the bridge.”  Unfortunately I had not done my homework to back up the truth of my statement. 

“Don’t move the problem to another neighbourhood” is the local politicians’ favorite argument to avoid taking action to get the trucks out of the downtown core of Ottawa.  It is a specious argument because the problem as we know it in downtown Ottawa mostly disappears when the truck route is moved to another location and environment. 

For example, let’s compare the downtown corridor route and the Aviation Parkway – Kettle Island route. The table below shows these routes have entirely different characteristics and attributes that affect the quality of life of those who use them. Some of the data is estimated, indicated by (?), so further research is needed to assure the figures are accurate.
	Characteristic/Attribute
	Between Hwy 417 and Bridge Crossing

Nicholas-Waller -Rideau-King Edward Corridor
	Between Hwy 417  and Bridge Crossing

Aviation Pkwy to Kettle Island Crossing
	Advantage of Aviation Pkwy over Downtown Corridor

	# traffic lights 
	11
	2
	Faster transit by vehicles. Fewer stops and starts means less noise and pollution

	# pedestrian crossings
	15 
	4
	Less risk of fatalities and injuries

	# right angle intersections
	2, or 4 if using Cumberland
	0
	Less risk of accidents, fatalities and injuries

	# housing units adjacent to route and average # of housing units per 100 metres within: 

10 metres

50 metres

100 metres

200 metres
	Need a study to define density as a function of number of housing units per 100 metres of roadway. A look at an Ottawa street map clearly shows the proximity of housing units to the roadway is much less for the Aviation Pkwy route
	A detailed Google map has been prepared by the Stop the Bridge lobby and is on their website www.stopthebridge.org
The same type of map using the same criteria should be prepared for the downtown route.
	Less impact on human population by noise and pollution. Less risk of serious injury and property damage due to major accidents like a fuel spill

	# pedestrians crossing intersections daily
(8 hr period: 7-10 am,

11:30-1:30, 3-6 pm)
	5960 using the Rideau/King Edward intersection
(5 Jun 2010)
	103 at intersection Aviation Parkway at Ogilve  (11 Jun 2010)

788 at intersection Aviation Pkwy at Montreal Rd 

(30 Jun 2010)
	Greatly reduced risks of accidents to pedestrians

	During period 1 Jan 2005 to 31 Dec 2009

# pedestrian fatalities                       # injured (#seriously)
	4

67 (16)
	0

2 (0)
	Very low risk of pedestrian fatalities and injuries

	Ottawa University Students in area of Nicholas/Laurier/Waller area (Fall 2009)
	37,922
Residential structures, academic bldgs and pedestrians
	0
	Safer and quieter environment for students

	OC Transpo and STO Bus traffic


	 2500 Ottawa & Gatineau buses using Rideau between Waller and King Edward daily
< 1000 Gatineau buses using King Edward north of Rideau daily
	64 Ottawa buses using Aviation Pkwy between Montreal Rd and Aviation Museum
	Flow of buses improved in the downtown corridor if heavy trucks removed


The defining difference between the two routes is the extreme intensity of the impact of the proximity of trucks along the Nicholas-Waller-Rideau-King Edward corridor on the residents and others who walk, cycle, work, study and shop along this corridor. 

The Stop the Bridge campaign by those who want to defeat the Kettle Island Crossing option has constructed a very sophisticated website (www.stopthebridge.org)which includes a map of the Kettle Island corridor and the adjacent community structures which they purport will be adversely impacted by the Kettle Island solution. The map by itself is impressive. If a similar map for the Nicholas-Waller- Rideau- King Edward corridor was prepared and it was compared side-by-side to the Kettle Island map this would clearly show how relatively little negative impact there is on the community from the Kettle Island route compared to the community impacts with the present downtown core route.  

Any comparison of impacts on communities for the alternate crossing options should have as its baseline the current impacts on the downtown core community. This will assure those proponents or opponents of one option or another will have to keep in front of them and maintain perspective on the problem in the downtown core caused by the heavy truck traffic. The downtown core problem will be seen to be much worse than any problems created in any one of the proposed alternative crossing routes. 

Also, it must be recognized that a possible outcome of this entire process is to fail to reach a decision to accept any of the three alternative crossing options because the opposition against any particular alternative makes it too uncomfortable for the politicians to accept a solution based on a logical analysis of the facts.  It will be much easier to get a decision for a new crossing if the problem in the downtown core is compared to the projected impacts on each of the alternative routes.

Removing trucks from the downtown core will greatly enhance the safety of all who use this corridor and those who reside near it without creating any significant new risks in another neighbourhood. The benefit to pedestrians in the downtown core by removing the trucks is immense.  Pedestrians will no longer be intimidated when they have to look up into the grills of the monster trucks towering over them as they cross an intersection. Nor when they wait at a corner to cross the street will they be able to reach out and touch the sides of the trailer as it is dragged around the corner with the rear wheels often cutting over the edge of the sidewalk and threatening to run over their toes.

The proposed Aviation Parkway route has little negative impact on pedestrian traffic. There are only four pedestrian crossings in an area with a low number of pedestrians compared to downtown. There are no right turns on this route. With 82% fewer traffic lights the pollution from trucks travelling along the Aviation Parkway will be much less than the pollution created by the numerous stops and starts and gear changes created by thousands of trucks moving through the downtown core. There will be significant fuel savings by trucks using the Aviation Parkway.  Also the proximity of housing and people to the Parkway is far less than in the downtown core.

It is time to reject the political argument of not wanting to move the problem to another neighbourhood.  It is not the same problem! It becomes a different problem which will affect far fewer people and will have some options available to mitigate any resulting undesirable effects, e.g. erecting attractive noise barriers. The facts of the magnitude of the downtown problem must be the baseline for evaluating the different alternatives examined during the Interprovincial Crossings Environmental Assessment process.

I would like assurance that the next phase, Phase 2B, of the Environmental Assessment Study will effectively and clearly compare the current situation in the downtown core with each of the proposed alternatives. I hope as part of this the consultants would sharpen up the numbers in the table I have laid out above.
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