From Angie Todesco, January 27th, 2011

Hi Marc,

Thanks for all these kind words.

Just a couple of additional thoughts:

The initiatives I'm probably most proud of would be  partnering with the Rideau Street BIA and aiding Joshua Moon in the OMB challenge that resulted in all the viable options for an easterly bridge for truck traffic  being kept on the books.  

I think one of the best things that ever happened to the KEATF was having Joshua presenting our cause. He helped give us the legitimacy we seemed to lack with the City. At that time there was a real complacency in the City about Lowertown and the rest of the City was content to leave matters as they were, with a highway essentially running down the middle of a residential community. 

I was glad that we were able to force the City to view us as a community and not just a convenient traffic corridor and to keep an emphasis on community-improvement and traffic calming through the King Edward Avenue Community Improvement Plan as we waited for a real solution (although the City has let us down enormously in this area). 

 

I'm also happy in the successful partnering of a disparate number of groups that would not normally be collaborating in the – albeit - temporary community garden on King Edward Avenue: KEATF, Shepherds of Good Hope, City of Ottawa's Department of Recreation and Culture, White Rose Garden Centre, Domus Gardens, R. Pomerleau Ltd, les Serres Quenneville, Dave Smith of The Place Next Door, M. Guertin ( water supply), Urban Chaos, City of Ottawa Public Art Program including Jim Grant's Capital Fencing, Dawn Dale's Intensive Care, Cindy Deachman's Untitled, KEATF Gardeners' Blue China Garden and Nickolas Semanyyk/Jason Grant- Henley's Untitled.

Angie Todesco

