Speeding still a plague on King Edward Avenue, community group reports
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In December, 2010, Nathan Davis helped the King Edward Community Task Force make good use of purchased radar guns to collect speeding statistics on King Edward Avenue.
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OTTAWA — A community group that bought its own radar gun to document speeding on King Edward Avenue has found that bus and car drivers typically travel far faster than the posted speed limits on that Lowertown artery, but truck drivers are less prone to speeding.

The King Edward Avenue Task Force has been taking speed measurements at several spots along King Edward since last December, says the group’s report, and has found that the 85th percentile of car traffic typically travelled between 60 and 70 kilometres an hour just about everywhere along King Edward north of Rideau Street, well above speed limits of 30 and 40 kilometres an hour. (Testing the speed of the 85th percentile of traffic is a common way of measuring speeds on roads, meant to capture the speeds of faster drivers while leaving out occasional maniacs.) Furthermore, Gatineau transit buses typically travelled 20 kilometres an hour faster than posted speed limits, according to the group.

The bus drivers slowed down after the task force sent a letter to the Société de transport de l’Outaouais in March, the report says, but since then their speeds have crept up again.

The group’s argument is that King Edward, even after its recent redesign and major reconstruction, is so wide and flat and smooth that it transmits to drivers a message that they’re supposed to go fast, regardless of the posted speed limits.

“We are not even able to have conversations on the street due to the elevated noise levels and the proximity of the traffic to our homes and businesses. We can do better than this as a City,” the report says.

Led by Marc Aubin, who’s also the acting president of the Lowertown Community Association, the task force asks the city to conduct a speed study of its own and consider “a comprehensive program of traffic calming using humps, raised crosswalks, and raised intersections,” along with permanent signs telling drivers how fast they’re going.

The group also calls for a new crosswalk at Cathcart Street, which the city has rejected because it’s too close to the north end of King Edward where it curves around the headquarters of the Department of Foreign Affairs. The fear is that trucks, in particular, take that turn so fast that drivers wouldn’t have time to stop for pedestrians and people would be hurt. According to the task force’s numbers, which the report acknowledges are “startling,” trucks coming around the corner “were more or less compliant with the posted speed.”
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Read more: http://www.ottawacitizen.com/Speeding+still+plague+King+Edward+Avenue+community+group+reports/5092222/story.html#ixzz1RznHkguE
