**MEDIA ADVISORY**
King Edward Avenue Task Force celebrates 25 years 

Saturday, October 1st, 2011
The King Edward Avenue Task Force is celebrating its 25th anniversary. A special ceremony is planned for 12 noon on Saturday, October 1st, 2011. A large cake, music, speeches, awards, historic photos and news articles, and a tree dedication are planned. All residents of Lowertown and journalists are invited to attend.

It’s been 46 years since the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge was built and King Edward Avenue was destroyed (1965) and it’s been 25 years since the founding of the King Edward Avenue Task Force (1986). Over the years, the Task Force has advocated for removal of truck traffic, beautification of the street, and solutions to other problems on the avenue.

The Task Force boasts a number of achievements from over the years including forcing the City, via the Ontario Municipal Board in 1999 and with the help of the Rideau Street BIA, to implement the community improvement plan and protecting a number of potential bridge corridors. It has hosted meetings, forums, consultations, and protests. It has undertaken traffic surveys, and conducted speed tests with a radar gun. It produced reports, correspondence, draft terms of reference, and feedback. It lobbied and obtained the banning of idling and parked buses along the avenue. It proved that King Edward could be reduced from 6 to 4 lanes despite on-going obstruction from some city traffic planners. It created a resource-rich website. It also planted daffodils in King Edward Avenue Park and built a community garden on an empty lot at Clarence Street.
The Task Force was able to capture the attention of politicians and journalists over the years. However, sadly, the issue of trucks continues to go unresolved and the battle against regressive city traffic planning attitudes voiced by some city staff and limited support by some politicians continues to this day.

For more information, please visit www.kingedwardavenue.com/ .
Media Inquiries:

English: Marc Aubin, Chair, King Edward Avenue Task Force

(613-290-6593; m_s_aubin_esq@hotmail.com)

Français: Michel Vallée, sous-président, Groupe de travail de l’avenue King Edward 

(613-290-9215; michelvallee@rogers.com
