**MEDIA ADVISORY**
King Edward Avenue: The Four Lane Option
Tuesday, April 5th, 2011
The King Edward Avenue Task Force has released an official letter and policy document regarding the proposal to reduce King Edward Avenue from 6 to 4 lanes. The letter is co-signed by three major downtown community associations. The proposal goes to Transportation Committee this Wednesday morning and the Task Force plans to attend and speak to the item.
Last week, the Task Force reported that city staff members were once again trying to bury the study. While the independent study commissioned by the City indicated that 4 lanes was the best option for King Edward Avenue with no strings attached, city staff members have appended a number of unreasonable conditions on the implementation to guarantee it never happens. For example, staff members want an east end bridge before the 4 lane option is implemented. This is essentially the same position that staff took prior to launching the study and does not reflect the results of the study.

In its letter, the King Edward Avenue Task Force has asked Councillors to consider adjusting the final recommendation in the staff report. The Task Force would like to see the 4 lane option included in the City’s Official Plan and Transportation Master Plan as the long-term vision. Further to this, they’ve requested that this vision be unconditional (i.e. not tied to a new bridge), so that it more accurately reflects the results of the actual study.

The Task Force has also asked for interim measures, such as 24hr parking to continue piloting the 4 lane option. It has also requested that a detailed design process be undertaken in the event that funding is ever available to implement the 4 lane option.

Background Video – King Edward Lane Reductions Study: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ESUQBxrz__w
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