Area Traffic Management – Backgrounder from City of Ottawa Email (2010)

1) The City does not have any existing Area Traffic Management plan for the section of King Edward Avenue north of Rideau Street.  The section of King Edward Avenue south of Rideau Street, however, was part of an overall Sandy Hill Traffic Calming Plan, that was completed back in 1992.  Of note, there are still a number of outstanding measures along community streets, from that plan, that are on a waiting list for implementation funding.
 

2) In terms of how to start an Area Traffic Management (ATM) study, City Council approved new ATM Guidelines, in 2004, which sets out a process for undertaking studies.  Below is a link to the approved Guidelines (this, unfortunately, is not the most user friendly website):
http://www.ottawa.ca/residents/onthemove/driving/traffic/atm/index_en.html
 

Also attached is a Community Traffic Issues Reporting Form that we ask be completed at the time new study requests are submitted.
 

As stated in the ATM Guidelines, ATM encompasses a process and a set of measures used to ensure that streets within neighbourhoods are used appropriately.  As such our focus in generally on neighbourhood streets, as opposed to arterial streets, but that's not to say we would not consider studying arterials, if requested.
 

As the City receives far more ATM study requests than we have resources for, the ATM Guidelines include a process for screening, categorizing and prioritizing requests that are submitted.  Of note, we currently have over 40 study requests on our waiting list.  We also have some 600+ previously approved measures on a waiting list for implementation, requiring in the range or $7M in funding to construct.  Funding availability for construction has generally been limited.  For example, our approved 2010 Capital Budget totalled only $100,000.
 

In considering arterial streets for a potential Area Traffic Management study, here are a few specific considerations as described within the ATM Guidelines:
- study request that include arterial streets are automatically categorized and prioritized under comprehensive studies, as opposed to localized studies
- for both screening and prioritization of study requests involving arterial streets, no points are awarded for traffic volumes or through traffic along these arterials, as the role of these streets is to carry significant traffic volumes.
- regarding "Application and Limitations of Measures", the Guidelines include the following comments for arterial and collector streets:
"The City should consider the potential of area traffic management measures to negatively impact the service function of collector and arterial streets.  The City relies substantially on the arterial network for the movement of people and goods, and on both arterials and collectors in providing effective transit services.  Careful consideration should also be given to the potential for area traffic management measures on these streets to divert traffic onto similar or lower classification streets."
