Community Safety Zones
In 1999, the municipalities within the former Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton completed an investigation to determine the effectiveness of "Community Safety Zones" (CSZs).  The intention of this investigation was to determine if CSZs would provide a safe and comfortable environment for all road users through increased driver awareness.  The objectives of the CSZs were to:
· Modify driver behaviour and improve safety of sections of roads where public safety was of special concern; 

· Reduce the rate of Highway Traffic Act and Traffic and Parking By-law offences committed within CSZs; 

· Focus police enforcement within the current financial and human resources available; and 

· Reduce the number and severity of crashes within designated CSZs.
The joint pilot project implemented a total of eighteen (18) CSZs for evaluation purposes. Two (2) CSZs were implemented for a one (1) year duration; four (4) CSZs were implemented for a six (6) month duration and twelve (12) CSZs were implemented for a four (4) month duration at various locations throughout the City.   The police provided enforcement three (3) times per week, with an average duration of between two (2) and two and one-half (2.5) hours per visit.
The results from this investigation determined that CSZs were ineffective in reducing collision severity and frequency.  There was also little impact on speed limit compliance.  Another observance was that the enforcement at CSZs was looked upon more as a "cash grab" rather than a safety initiative.  Based on the results from this investigation, the existing CSZs in the City were removed and it has been decided to not undertake the installation of any additional CSZs in the future.
We trust this is helpful to you and please feel  free to contact us for any additional information.
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