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Councillor Georges Bedard

Rideau-Vanier 

City of Ottawa

110 Laurier Avenue West 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1J1 
Georges.Bedard@ottawa.ca
7 April 2010

Dear Councillor, 

On behalf of the Lowertown Community Association, I would like to raise concerns regarding signage on King Edward Avenue.

The installation of what appear to be ballasts to support overhead signage, typical of that found on a highway, has put into question the previously stated design priorities for King Edward Avenue.  

As you are aware, the Community Association has questioned the effectiveness of the entire “revitalization” project to make King Edward Avenue more pedestrian and cycling friendly, and conducive to residential development and revitalization.

The installation of overhead road signs will do little to reduce the general freeway feel of the roadway, regardless of the so-called “heritage” style lighting and granite “gateway” features.  This signage does not appear in any of the design plans published on the City of Ottawa website, and have not been mentioned in any of the community consultations to date.

Furthermore, concerns about the high concentration of overhead lighting, which contribute to the airport runway feeling of the roadway, were raised at a previous meeting of the Lowertown Community Association, and we were assured that the number of light standards would be reduced, with some of the existing standards re-commissioned for installation further south on the roadway, as construction continued.  This, however, has not been the case, as additional standards have instead been installed.

On behalf of the Association, I would appreciate your response to the two questions raised above.

Regards, 

Angela Rickman

President, Lowertown Community Association

www.lowertown-basseville.ca  info@lowertown-basseville.ca
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